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Communication Studies I, CMJ 201 
 

9:30 am to 10:45 am – T/TH – Neville Hall, Rm 208 – 3cr, no prereq. 
Faculty – Dr. Bridie McGreavy, Norman Smith Hall (next to the Union), Rm 111 D 

Office Hours – T/Th 11:00 am to 12:30 pm and by appointment 
 
Teaching assistant – Frank Martin, 403 Dunn Hall 

Emails: Bridie.McGreavy@maine.edu; Frank_Martin@umit.maine.edu    
All emails must start the subject line with “201-” 
 

Goals, Objectives, and Outcomes 
 

This is a survey of theories of rhetoric from classical times to today. The goals of this class are 

to: 1) provide students with an overview of the history of theories of rhetoric and some of the 
contexts in which rhetoric has been theorized; and 2) have students learn the basic tenets of the 

theories surveyed.  The course will be conducted mainly through lecture, discussion, and 
classroom-based activities. 
 

Outcomes: By the end of the course, students will 1) have a broad and detailed overview of the 
Western history of thought about rhetoric, 2) understand key questions that cut across widely 

divergent theories, 3) be able to think of communication as its own object of study and way of 
approaching the world, and 4) be able to recognize important intersections of language, politics, 
identity, power, and civics.  

 
Texts: A packet of readings at Gossamer Press (259 N. Main, Old Town, 827-9881).   

You need to call ahead to order your packet from the printer.  This practice satisfies 
copyright law so that you do not have to pay copyright fees on each essay in the packet which 
dramatically lowers your cost. 
 

Attendance and Participation 
 

Attendance will be taken promptly at the beginning of class. If you arrive late, it is your 
responsibility at the end of class to provide a reason for your tardiness and request that your 
attendance be counted. You may miss two unexcused classes before incurring penalty. After the 

two unexcused absences you will lose one-half letter semester grade for each unexcused day.  
Excused absences must be documented regardless of the reason. Extra- curricular absences must 

be indicated ahead of time to be granted.   
 
Happy day excuse: You may request an extension on a paper once during the semester because 

something special has happened, such as a parent’s 60th birthday, marriage proposal, etc. You are 
expected to share your happy news.  

 
This classroom is a learning environment.  That means certain norms should be upheld for it to 
be a rewarding experience for everyone.  That does not mean political perspectives, value 

debates, or conflicts are not allowed.  On the contrary, the history of rhetoric is built on these 
kinds of productive exchanges.  You are encouraged to engage issues that are raised in class. 

However, real engagement requires respect.  Everyone has a right to learn here which means that 
you must respect each other's differences.  Deprecating other classmates during class will not be 
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tolerated.  Inclusive language, as expected by the University and within academic discourse, is 
necessary. 

 

Grading Policies 

This course is based on a “contract grading system.”  That means students will contract to do a 
certain set of work, which will set the possible grade range for the course.  The concept is to 
balance effort with performance such that a student who contracts to do more work has more 

opportunity to excel in the course, whereas the student who contracts to do less work can still do 
well but does not have the same grade potential.  There are three options: 

Option 1 

Quizzes and Presentation Only: Students 

contracting for this option write no papers.  
The best a student can do under this option is 
a “B,” but it makes sense for those students 

who would rather put time into another class 
this term or who feel papers will not help 

them relative to the work required.   
 

 Option 1 Ave. Course Grade 
90-100%  B 
86-89%  B- 
81-85% C+ 
76-80% C 
70-75% C- 
68-69% D+ 
62-67% D 
60-61% D- 
59% or lower F 

Option 2 

Quizzes, Presentation, and Two Papers: 

Students contracting for this option will write 
one paper in the first half of the course and 
one in the second half, in addition to taking 

the quizzes.  You may write both papers 
before Spring Break.  Papers count as two 

quizzes in terms of their grade weight.  The 
best a student can do under this option is an 
“A,” although that grade range is smaller than 

usual.  A “B” is more achievable than under 
the quizzes only option.  

 Option 2 Ave. Course Grade 
92% or higher A 
90-92% A- 
88-89%  B+ 
82-87% B 
80-81%  B- 
78-79%  C+ 
72-77% C 
70-71% C- 
68-69% D+ 
62-67% D 
60-61% D- 
59% or lower F 

Option 3 

Quizzes, Presentation, and Three Papers: 

Students contracting for this option may write 
two papers in one half of the course (meaning 

before or after Spring Break) and one in the 
other half, in addition to taking the quizzes.  
The student may elect to write all 3 papers in 

the first half of the course, but not in the 
second half.  Papers count as two quizzes in 

terms of their grade weight.  The best a 
student can do under this option is an “A,” 
with an expanded “A” range.  A “B” is more 

achievable than under the quizzes only or 
quizzes and two papers options.  

 Option 3 Ave. Course Grade 
90% or higher A 

87-89% A- 
85-86% B+ 

80-84% B 
77-79% B- 
75-76% C+ 

71-74% C 
70% C- 

68-69% D+ 
62-67%  D 
60-61% D- 

59% or lower F 



CMJ 201, Spring 2014 3 

Contracting and Re-contracting: Your contract for the course is due by class time, Tuesday, 
January 28th.  Contract forms are on the website under “Syllabus” and are to be emailed to the 

instructor, no paper copies, please (please save a copy for yourself).  You may change your 
contract, or re-contract, once during the semester.  This is due by class time, Thursday, February 

25th.  You will be graded according to the contract. 
 

Assignments 
 

There are three kinds of assignments: papers, presentation, and quizzes. 
 

Papers 

Each essay should be 4 pages, no more or less, typed, double-spaced, 12pt. font. Papers that are 
too long or short will be docked.  It is an arbitrary limit; however, due the number of papers 

required and the tendency of students to skimp on essays, I will be strict on this procedure.  
Papers will be evaluated in terms of linguistic competence, meaning poor grammar or sloppy 

writing will hurt your grade.  Although they are short, these pieces should be taken seriously.  
Also, you are expected to quote from the text(s) in question.  For those students who contract to 
write papers:  

 
* Option 2 (Two Papers): You must write two essays, at least one from choices A, B, or C. That 

means:   
- You may write one on topics A, B, or C and one on topics D, E, or F (one  
   essay before Spring Break and one after, in effect).   

- You may write both papers from topics A, B, or C.   
Each paper topic is due on a specific date.  If you miss that date, you may no longer write on that 
topic.  For example, if topic A is due on Thursday, January 25, after that date you may no longer 

write on that topic and must choose another topic (B, C, or both).  You may not write on topics 
in advance of when they are due, such as writing on topic B and turning it in on the day topic A 

is due.  
 
* Option 3 (Three Papers): You must write three essays, at least one from choices A, B, or C.  

That means: 
- You may write one from topics A, B, or C and two from topics D, E, or F.   

- You may write two from topics A, B, or C and one from topics D, E, or F. 
- You may write all three papers on topics A, B, or C.   

Each paper topic is due on a specific date.  If you miss that date, you may no longer write on that 

topic.  For example, if Topic A is due on a Thursday, January 25, after that date you may no 
longer write on that topic.  You may not write on topics in advance of when they are due, such as 

writing on Topic B and turning it in early on the day Topic A is due.  
 
* Topics: The specific topics for each of your essays will vary. The topics are as follows: 

 
A: Based on Gorgias' “Encomium,” argue for or against the position that the power of rhetoric is 

overwhelming. 
*Quickly specify how the power of rhetoric is analogized in the “Encomium,” then give reasons 
for or against his analogies. Use examples to illustrate your arguments. 
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B: Argue whether or not Aristotle’s concept of the enthymeme is capable of being used ethically 
in today’s media environment.   

*Briefly explain how Aristotle defines the enythmeme, then give reasons whether or not 
enthymemes can be used ethically in TV, film or on the web today, providing examples. 

 
C: Compare modern argument, as described by Perelman and Olbrechts-Tyteca, with 
Aristotelian argument. Focus specifically on the role of the audience in argumentation. 

* Provide an example, drawn from your own experience or from a current event, where the 
audience clearly participated in the construction of a speaker’s argument. 
 

~     ~     ~ 
 

D: Agree or disagree with Nietzsche’s explanation of truth as a linguistic convention.   
* Working from a contemporary example, consider whether or not Nietzsche’s theory of 
metaphoric truth explains what is “true” about your example. 

 
E: Apply Burke’s Dramatism to a text or image; make an argument for what the object means 

based on his concepts. 
* Select a text or image and tell me what it means; use the pentad to support your interpretation.  
Do not be satisfied with obvious surface meanings. 

 
F: Apply Joan Scott’s argument that experience is discursive to a contemporary example.  

* Select an example of rhetoric that relies heavily on experience for its appeal.  Then use Scott to 
evaluate how the meaning of that experience is produced through discourse. 
 

How to Turn in Papers: All papers must be in Word or PDF (no WordPerfect or Pages) 
following APA citation style (see summary APA style guide attached to this syllabus). All 

papers are to be uploaded to Blackboard (no paper copies) by class time on the day they are due.   
Paper filenames must follow this specific naming protocol: Lastname_201PaperLetter_numeric 
date.  Here is an example: McGreavy_201PaperA_2_20_2014.  Failure to follow these 

formatting guidelines will result in point deduction. 

 

Presentations 
Each class will begin with a 6-minute student presentation in which your group will provide a 
relevant current example, event, performance, or other interesting artifact that illustrates one or 

more ideas from the select theorist covered in class that day. Though PowerPoint (PPT) slides 
are not required, if you choose to use PPT you may use no more than three slides. Any weblinks 

or slides must be e-mailed to bridie.mcgreavy@maine.edu by midnight the day before the class 
where the presentation is due.  
 

You may choose to partner with the other person(s) giving the presentation that day, but you are 
not required to do so. If you choose not to collaborate, you will each be expected to provide an 

example and a 2 or 3 minute summary, depending on the size of your group. A sign-up Wiki will 
be made available in Blackboard after the first class meeting. 

mailto:bridie.mcgreavy@maine.edu
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Quizzes 
 

There will be thirteen quizzes, including one practice quiz, all of which will conducted on 
Blackboard.  Each quiz (not including the final one) will last fifteen minutes and consist of 20 

multiple-choice questions. The final quiz will have 40 questions, covering two weeks of material 
rather than one.  Some questions will include comparisons between theorists’ concepts and 

others will be application questions that will require you to recognize which concept best 
explains a hypothetical illustration provided. All material, including lecture material, covered 
during a given week and connecting to previous weeks may be included.   

 
* The practice quiz is a normal 20-item quiz.  The grade will not count in your final tally, but can 

be used to replace a lower quiz score. 
 
* The lowest quiz grade will be dropped (not including the final quiz).   
 

Timeliness and Integrity 
  

Late work will be docked one letter grade for each day overdue unless I am notified ahead of 
time and an extension is granted.  No exceptions. 

 
Make-ups: Because the quizzes will be available to take online any time between Thursday and 
Tuesday in a given week, make-ups will not be granted except in cases of illness or similar 

circumstances. 
 
Incompletes: Incompletes will not be granted except for cases of grave illness or lengthy personal 

tragedy. 
 

Extracurricular activity: Please notify me ahead of time of extra-curricular events so that 
accommodations can be made. Failure to notify me, as per University rules, forfeits your right to 
accommodation. 

 
Students with Disabilities: If you have a disability or require additional accommodations to 

complete the work in this class, please notify me. You will need documentation from the Onward 
Program (581-2320). All reasonable accommodations will be made. 
 

Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty is constituted by plagiarism, misconduct, cheating, 
and fabrication. Plagiarism is presenting the thoughts, words, or images crafted by others as your 

own. Misconduct includes tampering with grades and theft of tests, other students' files, and so 
forth. Cheating involves using the answers or knowledge of others on tested material. Fabrication 
is the creation of sources and information that are not real. Cite all sources and do your own 

work. Evidence of academic dishonesty may result in a failing grade for the assignment, the 
course, or academic suspension. All state and federal laws apply to the classroom and violation 

thereof, whether in class or in relation to class assignments, will result in immediate dismissal.  
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  Class Schedule  

Day Topic Reading Due Assignment Due 

Week 1 

Tue., Jan. 14 Introduction   

Thu., Jan. 16 Classical Rhetoric Hawhee & Classical Rhetoric 

Week 2       
Tue., Jan. 21 Sophists Gorgias PRACTICE QUIZ 

PRESENTATION SIGN UP 
Thu., Jan. 23 Plato Plato’s Gorgias  

Week 3 
Tue., Jan. 28 Plato Plato’s Gorgias QUIZ #1 & CONTRACT 

Thu., Jan. 30 Aristotle Aristotle, Rhetoric PAPER A  

Week 4 
Tue., Feb. 4 Aristotle Aristotle, Rhetoric QUIZ #2 
Thu., Feb. 6 Roman Rhetoric Cicero  

Week 5 

Tue., Feb. 11 Rhetoric & Gender Aspasia & Biesecker QUIZ #3 
Thu., Feb. 13 Renaissance  Bacon  PAPER B 

Week 6 
Tue., Feb. 18 Enlightenment &  

Modern Argument 
Perelman & 
Olbrechts-Tyteca 

QUIZ #4 

Thu., Feb. 20 Modern Argument Toulmin  

Week 7 
Tue., Feb. 25 Public Sphere Arendt  QUIZ #5 

RE-CONTRACT  
Thu., Feb. 27 Public Sphere Habermas PAPER C 

Weeks 8 & 9, Mar. 3 to Mar. 17, Spring Break 

Week 10 
Tue., Mar. 18 Language Nietzsche QUIZ #6 

Thu., Mar. 20 Ideology Bakhtin  

Week 11 
Tue., Mar. 25 Symbols & Art Langer QUIZ #7 
Thu., Mar. 27 Dramatism Burke PAPER D 

Week 12 

Tue., Apr. 1 Identification Burke QUIZ #8 
Thu., Apr. 3 Semiology Kristeva  

Week 13 
Tue., Apr. 8 Author, Text, Myth Barthes QUIZ #9 
Thu., Apr. 10 Deconstruction Derrida  PAPER E 

Week 14 
Tue., Apr. 15 Discourse Foucault QUIZ #10 
Thu., Apr. 17 Ecology R.L. Scott  

Week 15 
Tue., Apr. 22 Experience as Discourse Joan Scott QUIZ #11 

Thu., Apr. 24 Articulation Hall  

Week 16 
Tue., Apr. 29 Performativity Butler QUIZ #12 
Thu., May 1 Materiality Rickert PAPER F 

Week 17 

Due Thu., May 8  Online FINAL QUIZ 
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APA Citation Style Guide 
 

Please follow these American Psychological Association (APA) style conventions in your 
papers. Failure to follow APA will result in point deduction. This guide was adapted from 
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/lls/students/intext.html 

 
Using in-text citation with APA style 

APA in-text citation style uses the author's last name and the year of publication, for example: 
(Field, 2005). For direct quotations, include the page number as well, for example: (Field, 2005, 
p. 14). For sources such as websites and e-books that have no page numbers, use a paragraph 

number. Within the text of your paper, include an in-text citation when you refer to, summarize, 
paraphrase, or quote from another source. For every in-text citation in your paper, there must be 

a corresponding entry in your reference list. 

Using the Author/Date System: 

Author's Name Example of Usage 

Author's name part of 
narrative 

Gass and Varonis (1984) found that the most important element in 
comprehending non-native speech is familiarity with the topic. 

Author's name in 

parentheses 

One study found that the most important element in 
comprehending non-native speech is familiarity with the topic 

(Gass & Varonis, 1984). 

Multiple works (separate 
each work with semi-
colons) 

Research shows that listening to a particular accent improves 
comprehension of accented speech in general (Gass & Varonis, 
1984; Krech Thomas, 2004). 

Direct quote, author's name 

part of narrative 

Gass and Varonis (1984) found that “the listener’s familiarity with 
the topic of discourse greatly facilitates the interpretation of the 

entire message” (p. 85). 

Direct quote, author's name 
in parentheses 

One study found that “the listener's familiarity with the topic of 
discourse greatly facilitates the interpretation of the entire 
message” (Gass & Varonis, 1984, p. 85). 

Note: For direct quotations of more than 40 words, display the quote as an indented block of 
text without quotation marks and include the authors’ names, date, and page number in 

parentheses at the end of the quote. For example: 

This suggests that familiarity with nonnative speech in general, although it is clearly not 
as important a variable as topic familiarity, may indeed have some effect. That is, prior 

http://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/lls/students/intext.html
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experience with nonnative speech, such as that gained by listening to the reading, 
facilitates comprehension. (Gass & Varonis, 1984, p. 77) 

 
Works by multiple authors 

APA style has specific rules for citing works by multiple authors. Use the following chart to 
determine how to correctly cite works by multiple authors in text. 

Citing Works by Multiple Authors in Text: 

Type of 

citation 
First citation 

Subsequent 

citations 

First citation,  

parenthetical 

format 

Subsequent citations, 

parenthetical format 

One author Field (2005) Field (2005) (Field, 2005) (Field, 2005) 

Two 
authors 

Gass and 
Varonis (1984) 

Gass and 
Varonis (1984) 

(Gass & Varonis, 
1984) 

(Gass & Varonis, 
1984) 

Three to 
five authors 

Munro, 
Derwing, and 

Sato (2006) 

Munro et al. 
(2006) 

(Munro, Derwing, 
& Sato, 2006) 

(Munro et al., 2006) 

Six or more 

authors 

Norris-Shortle et 

al. (2006) 

Norris-Shortle et 

al. (2006) 

(Norris-Shortle et 

al., 2006) 

(Norris-Shortle et al., 

2006) 

 

Example paragraph with in-text citation 

A few researchers in the linguistics field have developed training programs designed to improve 

native speakers' ability to understand accented speech (Derwing, Rossiter, & Munro, 2002; 
Krech Thomas, 2004). Their training techniques are based on the research described above 
indicating that comprehension improves with exposure to non-native speech. Derwing et al. 

(2002) conducted their training with students preparing to be social workers, but note that other 
professionals who work with non-native speakers could benefit from a similar program. 

References 

General journal format: 

Last name, A.A. (Year of publication). Title: no capital letter after first word. Journal: All Caps, 
Volume(Issue), page numbers. 

General book format:  
Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Location: 

Publisher. 

 
Examples 

Calfee, R. C., & Valencia, R. R. (1991). APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal 
publication. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 



CMJ 201, Spring 2014 9 

Derwing, T. M., Rossiter, M. J., & Munro, M. J. (2002). Teaching native speakers to listen to 
foreign-accented speech. Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 23(4), 

245-259. 
Krech Thomas, H. (2004). Training strategies for improving listeners' comprehension of foreign-

accented speech (Doctoral dissertation). University of Colorado, Boulder. 
 

Resources, Checklist, and Note-taking 
 

1) I highly recommend you invest in a style guide. I use this one because it covers APA, MLA, 
and Chicago (plus it is relatively inexpensive): 

 
Hacker, D., Sommers, N., & Van Horn, M. C. (2011). A Pocket Style Manual (6 ed.). Boston, 

MA: Bedford/St. Martin's. 
 
2) For more on APA, visit the Purdue Online Writing Lab: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

 
3) Please use active voice in your writing. For more information on the difference between active 

and passive voice, visit this page:  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/539/01/ 
 
4) Before you turn in a paper, use this checklist to avoid losing points: 

 

 Met page length requirements: 

o 4 pages 
o Double spaced 

o 12-point Times New Roman Font 
o 1 inch margins 
o Note: it is noticeable when students use spacing, oversized margins, and font to 

meet page limits. Think harder--squeeze those last paragraphs out of that 
wondrous brain of yours. 

 Included name and date in upper left hand corner. Note: you do not need a cover page or 
running header unless you want to fully adhere to APA. 

 Inserted page numbers in bottom center. 

 All in-text citations and references followed APA guidelines. 

o Cited author, date, and page number where appropriate. 
o Included full citation in reference list following APA formatting. 

 Saved in Word or PDF. 

 Uploaded to Blackboard. 
 

Effective Note-taking 

After every reading, you will find a blank page for taking notes on the reading. Note-taking is an 

essential skill for effective reading and your notes will also help you on the quizzes. I 
recommend developing a consistent note-taking strategy for the lectures and readings.  See this 
link for more options:  

http://lifehacker.com/back-to-basics-perfect-your-note-taking-techniques-484879924 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/539/01/
http://lifehacker.com/back-to-basics-perfect-your-note-taking-techniques-484879924
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The Cornell Note Taking System for Lectures  

 
Recall Column 
 

 
------2 1/2”--------  ----------------6” -------------------- 
 

Reduce ideas and facts to 
concise jottings and  
summaries as cues for                              Record the lecture and reading as fully and as  

Reciting, Reviewing,                               meaningfully as possible. Listen and read for main points and  
and Reflecting.     summarize these. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The format provides the perfect opportunity for following through with the 5 R's of note-taking. Here they 
are: 
 

1. Record.  During the lecture or reading, record in the main column as many meaningful facts and ideas 
as you can. Write legibly. 
 

2. Reduce.  As soon after as possible, summarize  these ideas and facts concisely in the Recall Column. 
Summarizing clarifies meanings and relationships, reinforces continuity, and strengthens memory. Also, it 
is a way of preparing for quizzes gradually and well ahead of time. 

 
3. Recite.  Now cover the column, using only your jottings in the Recall Column as cues or "flags" to help 
you recall, say over facts and ideas of the lecture as fully as you can, not mechanically, but in your own 

words and with as much appreciation of the meaning as you can. Then, uncovering your notes, verify 
what you have said. This procedure helps to transfer the facts and ideas of your long term memory.  
 

4. Reflect.  Reflective students distill their opinions from their notes. They make such opinions the 
starting point for their own musings upon the subjects they are studying. Such musings aid them in 
making sense out of their courses and academic experiences by finding relationships among them. 

Reflective students continually label and index their experiences and ideas, put them into structures, 
outlines, summaries, and frames of reference. They rearrange and file them. Best of all, they have an eye 
for the vital-for the essential. Unless ideas are placed in categories, unless they are taken up from time to 

time for re-examination, they will become inert and soon forgotten. 
 
5. Review. If you will spend 10 minutes every week or so in a quick review of these notes,  you will retain 

most of what you have learned, and you will be able to use your knowledge currently to greater and 
greater effectiveness.     
 
©Academic Skills Center, Dartmouth College 2001 
From http://www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/success/notes.html 

 


