
MOMENT OF ZEN 



Week 1: 

Intro to 

Critical 

Thinking  

ARGUMENT AND 

CRITICAL THINKING 



Attendance and Look Ahead (5 min).  

Accept Syllabus (5 min.)  

 Introductions Part Deux (5 min.) 

 Introduction to Critical Thinking (25 min.)  
 Free Write Activity 

 Brief lecture 

Reading Discussion (20 min.)  
 hooks (2010) 

 Hawken (2007) 

Civil Dialogue (15 min.) 
 Controversial Statement Assessment with Key Pad Polling 

 Brainstorm addition statements, expand assessment 
 

 

 

AGENDA 



 Tue 9/10 Voice in Public Participation 

Read Senecah (2004), pgs. 22-33 

Due: Reading Questions for Weeks 1 & 2—hooks, 
Hawken, Senecah, Herrick*, and Weston * 

 Thu. 9/12 Introduction to Argument 

Read Herrick (1991) pgs. 2-8; Weston (2009), pgs. xi-
xiii 

Practice quiz on Weeks 1 & 2 

 Tue. 9/17 Rules for Argumentation 

 Read Weston (2009) pgs. 1-17 

 Due: Reading Questions for Week 3 

 

 

LOOK AHEAD 



Learning Philosophies:  
 

“My expectations for this class are that I will become better at 
defending my own opinions…Honestly, as cliché as it sounds, I 
just want to learn from this class.”  

 

“Expand my mind and continue to open up to dif ferent 
perspectives” 

 

“Get as much out of a particular subject as possible while being 
able to retain it and not have so much just thrown at me at 
once”  

 

“I want to absorb as much information as I can”  

 

 

 

YOUR LEARNING OBJECTIVES 



Skills , Abilities, and Content:  
 

“Be able to produce a counter argument and see both sides of an issue…I 
want this class to be fun and interesting but also competit ive and 
challenging.”  

 

“To feel  more confident in what I  am saying .”  

 

“Learn better methods for breaking down an argument”  

 

“Make informed decisions regarding controversial  topics…I also  real ly need 
to boost my GPA .”  (page 11)  

 

“To argue ef fectively without actually ‘arguing ’”  

 

“The argument of a well -prepared individual makes for the most bri l l iant 
writ ing and speaking that can be imagined.”  

 

“Learn what makes our thoughts crit ical  vs.  non -crit ical”  

YOUR LEARNING OBJECTIVES 



CRITICAL THINKING (?) 

What is critical thinking? 

 

Can you describe a time in 

your life when you 

engaged in critical 

thinking? 

 

Free Write for 3 minutes in 

response to one or both of 

these questions. 



Share free write with a partner. Identify seven 

words that characterize your thoughts about 

critical thinking. These can be discrete words 

or a simple phrase. 

 

Word Cloud: 

http://www.tagxedo.com/app.html 

FIRST ASSOCIATIONS 

http://www.tagxedo.com/app.html


What is Critical 
T

h
in

k
in

g
? 



“What is the hardest task in the 

world? To think.”  

-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 

 

THINKING IS AN ACTION 



THINKING IS AN ACTION  

“Responsibility to yourself 

means refusing to let others do 

your thinking, talking, and 

naming for you; it means 

learning to respect and use your 

own brains and instincts; hence, 

grappling with hard work .“ 

-Adrienne Rich 



Crucial 

kritikos  

“able to make judgments”  

krinein  

"to separate, decide" 

ETYMOLOGY 



Analysis: Developing an 

understanding of  an 

argument. 

Criticism: Evaluating the 

soundness or truth of an 

argument. 

TWO ACTIVITIES 



A FIELD GUIDE TO ARGUMENT 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSZ3BUru59A 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSZ3BUru59A


Process by which we evaluate 

information 

Learned 

Cultivated 

Exercise 
 

CRITICAL THINKING IS…  



Self directed 

Self-disciplined 

Self-monitored 

Self corrective 

“critical thinking empowers us” (hooks, 

2010, pg. 11) 

THINKING ABOUT THINKING 



Who, what, where, when and how of 

things 

Question information, conclusions, points 

of views 

Capacity to discern what is significant 

Interactive 

 

CRITICAL THINKING AS PROCESS 



Hooks (2010) pg. 8 

 

“Critical thinking consists of seeing both sides 

of an issue, being open to new evidence that 

disconfirms young ideas, reasoning 

dispassionately, demanding that claims be 

backed by evidence , deducing and inferring 

conclusions from available facts, problem 

solving…” 

OPENNESS 



“It is not burdened with a syndrome of 

trying to save the world; it is trying to 

remake the world” (Hawken, 2007, pg. 3) 

NOT “SOLVING” BUT REMAKING  



READING DISCUSSION 

bell hooks (2010) 
Paul Hawken (2007) 



HAWKEN ON  

PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1fiubmOqH4, stop at 2 min 30 sec 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1fiubmOqH4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1fiubmOqH4


HAWKEN ON  

PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY 

“This is the first time in history that a large social 

movement is not bound together by an “ism.” 

What binds it together is ideas, not ideologies.  

 

This unnamed movement’s big contribution is the 

absence of one big idea; in its stead it offers 

thousands of practical and useful ideas. In place 

of isms are processes, concerns, and 

compassion….  

 

And I believe it will prevail. I don’t mean defeat, 

conquer, or cause harm to someone else...I mean 

the thinking that informs the movement’s goal—to 

create a just society conducive to life on Earth—

will reign. It will soon suffuse and permeate most 

institutions.” 

 



HAWKEN ON  

PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY 

If this movement is as global and 

extensive as Hawken claims, we can 

conclude that you would likely have a 

personal experience with it. Do you? If 

so, discuss in your group.  

 

If not, discuss how he proposes that 

critical thinking will play a role in these 

movements. 



Democracy relies on human 

interaction. 

Types of interaction? 

Dia-logic 

“Through” or “with” - “speech” or 

“conversation” 

WHAT DO THESE GROUPS SHARE? 



HOOKS ON EDUCATION &  

CRITICAL THINKING 

“By the time most students enter 

college classrooms, they have come to 

dread thinking…In traditional higher 

education settings, students find 

themselves yet again in a world where 

independent thinking is not 

encouraged.”  

 

How would you evaluate this statement? 

Discuss with your small group and come 

up with one main point that 

demonstrates active evaluation.   



 Tue 9/10 Voice in Public Participation 

 Read Senecah (2004), pgs. 22-33 

 Due: Reading Questions for Weeks 1 & 2—hooks, Hawken, 

Senecah, Herrick*, and Weston * 

 Thu. 9/12 Introduction to Argument 

 Read Herrick (1991) pgs. 2-8; Weston (2009), pgs. xi-xiii 

 Practice quiz on Weeks 1 & 2 

 Tue. 9/17 Rules for Argumentation 

 Read Weston (2009) pgs. 1-17 

 Due: Reading Questions for Week 3 

 Propose alternate public meeting attendance. 

 

 

LOOK AHEAD 


